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Far too often, people hold to “I think” doctrines. You have heard of this, I am sure (perhaps you have even done it yourself). It sounds like this: “I think God is like . . . “ or, “Well, MY God would not . . . .” In other words,”This is what I believe to be true about God.” A variation of this is: “I don’t think doctrine is so important. All that matters is loving Jesus.” Now, hold on! Where does God say that what you or I “think” is what determines the truth? And what does “loving Jesus” look like? 

The point: On what basis do we develop what we think or believe about God; or, how do we evaluate whether or not we love Jesus, if not by the comprehension and application of the truths of Scripture? How do you know the “Jesus” or the “God” you say you know and love is the true Jesus or the true God? Does what “I think” about God make it true? How do I know?

It is clearly evident that you cannot know who God is apart from God’s revelation of Himself. . . and it is clear that has revealed Himself in Scripture . . . and this revealed truth is called doctrine. . . and this truth which He has revealed is clear, understandable, and open. God has not stuttered, nor has He spoken with the intention of making Himself misunderstood. God communicated Himself to us in His Word with the intent that we should be able to know Him and think right about Him, and about Jesus Christ. Moreover, He has done this out of His great mercy and love,  not some power trip to see how long He could stump us! Else, why would He bother sending Jesus Christ, who is the clearest revelation of Himself and His love and intentions for us?! (John 3.16-21)  Imagine such love and mercy! 

Now, since God has revealed Himself to us with such clarity, does He intend that we should think correctly about Him? Yes! Biblical doctrine (God’s revelation of His truth in Scripture) matters to God . . . a lot! It is the only real basis upon which we may build our understanding of what we think about God. And, of course, what we think about God determines how we live for God. So, doctrine matters a lot to God!

Are you truly worshiping the true God . . . as He has revealed Himself in Scripture? Or, do you worship who you “think” God is?  How do you know? Can you love Someone you do not really know? Have you ever actually read the entire Bible to see what God says about Himself? Maybe that would be a good thing to do for yourself this year! Make sure that what you “think” God is like really is what God is like; and that “loving Jesus” really is loving Jesus!

“He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him. . . . If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode with him.”  John 14.21, 23
